














Grand Canyon Pioneers Society

Al Richmond received the following letter dated S ep
present parts of it here. Brenda attended the Harvey Re
It was indeed a pleasure to meet and ta

Dear Al:

I have been meaning to write to
you for quite some time , but it
seems the day-to-day activities of
life seem to get in the way, mostly
work. While working for the Santa
Fe Railway Company the past 16
years I have seen a lot of change
on the railroad and to remain
competitive,it has been down-
sizing to survive in the corporate
world. I know I have quite a few
years to go, but I will actually look
forward to retirement, because
maybe then I will have time to get
to do all the things I daydream
about.

Last fall, my husband, Kirby
and I visited the Grand Canyon for
the third time. Each time our love
grows deeper for what I believe is
God’s greatest creation of beauty.
I do believe I enjoy the history of
Grand Canyon, Harvey Girls and
the Santa Fe Railroad and I can
find all three of these entwined at
the very rim of the Grand Canyon.
Last August Santa Fe sponsored
an employee recognition train
using the #3751 the recently res-
tored Santa Fe steam engine. I was
one of 20 girls from Topeka who
had the opportunity to ride as a
Harvey Girl from Los Angeles to
Wichita, Kansas. It was one of the
greatest times of my life to see
parts of the railroad I had never
seen before and gaze at the
fabulous old Harvey Houses along
the way, but I never dreamt of ac-
tually meeting ladies and
gentlemen who worked for Fred
Harvey. What delightful stories
they shared with us girls. Since
then our friendships have grown
and I have lots of pen pals from
Winslow, Needles and San Ber-
nardino. . . . While at the Canyon
last September, I purchased a

cookbook put out by the Grand
Canyon Pioneers Society, because
of the Harvey Girl on the front
cover. I immediately sent in my
yearly dues and have been receiv-
ing the news letter each month.
You don’t know how much I would
love to be part of the monthly
meetings and visit the museum
and points of interest on your field
trips. One letter I sent to Sibyl, I
enclosed copies of articles I had
xeroxed from old Santa Fe
Magazines. She mentioned you
were at her house and enjoyed
reading and looking through
them. She said you would keep
these for historical archive pur-
poses in a museum. I was thrilled.
I'am almost done xeroxing now the
remainder of the copies for you
and the society. The magazines I
have been searching through are
from about 1906 to 1940s. In the
early years, the employee maga-
zine was definitely geared towards
tourism and encouraged travelers
to ride the rails to the southwest. I
began my research on Harvey Girl
pictures and articles, but when I
saw so many articles about the
canyon, I started copying them
also.

After the reception for the
opening of the Fred Harvey
Collectibles/memorabilia exhibit
in Phoenix on October 23, myself
and three other girls from Topeka
would like to visit the Fray Marcos
and see the Grand Canyon steam
train chug into Williams. If time
permits and I can find someone to
give us a tour of the Seligman Har-
vey House, we will side trip over
there too. I would truly love to see
the whole inside of the Fray Mar-
cos, but the reservation clerk at
the Grand Canyon Railway said
that would be impossible. I in-

tember 20, 1993 and thought it would be of interest . We

ception in Phoenix along with m.my of the GCPS members.
lk with her (see elsewhere in this newsletter )

A Letter to Al Richmond from Brenda Thowe, Topeka, Kansas
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quired about a historian that could
meet us at Fray Marcos and give
us some history of the Hotel. To my
surprise she mentioned your
name. We want to rise early on
Monday and drive to the Canyon
to watch the sunrise. . . . On Tues-
day we’d like to drive to Winslow
and see the La Posada and visit the
Trails Inn Museum and hopefully
get to see some of the Harvey
ladies and gentlemen we met last
year.

The four of us are extremely
interested in Harvey history. I
enjoy sharing my Harvey research
through presentations all year
around in Topeka and hopefully
someday, I too will be able to write
a book, possibly children’s books.

This past year I was introduced
to a Harvey Girl named Josephine
Brewer. She was 102 when she
passed away this past August 5.
Her niece showed me pictures of
her Harvey years around 1914-
1916; but they weren’t sure where
she worked. I studied those pic-
tures for days and was able to
determine the beautiful Harvey
Girl was standing in front of the
Fray Marcos in Williams and this
is where she began her employ-
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