L R

7 k4 i i A% B “&3}
i yen Ralflistery o te
catclaws and the roar of

vrapre it N

for the rapids for my
2ot onay P

“Siesta Paifol”,

asl

had started supervising the
extensive exploration of
the ruins of Bright Angel
and Unkar sites along the
river. Prior to that he had
done much work at
Havasu, Nancoweap and
‘ split W;llow .

0L gy pen

. .., Area, and my. diggin’s

atumel” As ] thought this 1
shirt and was struggling

six troughs snd crests of .
therapid 1 was sauntering
-down the beach, all . -

sure lived up to the name.

| For seven frustrating years

Stan Stockton, the Park
Service Packer, had tried
to convince the “Powers
-that -be™ of the
supervisoral needs at
Hermit. With more and

Continued on page 2...
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. Ranger, from page |...

e
U L]
- “Oh, Ranger’
There's o' Bm
man fust’ below the
Cathedral Stairs.;
cubie CHQEGHL
[RT LIS S
i EEERA I P
EREVINELS R VOO g
3 T e
I IR ST
PR TS TR N
A SCERA M el
oo gl el ey
& i CT

BEE N A

ST IE SR P
PSRN 7 S N N . -
more hikers and rafiers each:

-year came morg yédical )
emuﬁencxﬂs and needs-off

< .+ :iRterpostation and law 4. .
v S e e e .gnforcement, Anoccamnal .
R amgmwﬁ'ﬁmnm

rim was not enough. When -

Glenn Fuller became

f Inin
EFocirien i Ml

finagle the funds fora =
primitive shack with its
bare “necessities” as well as
the pay fop.agwasonal .
ranger tp.stick wmhe
summer and see & Stgx; was
right; §tan was right} .

o Ay W
A Young Adult R
Conservation Corps
(¥ACC) tepm .
the frame,
$oox o wooden shack,
with a tent raof which was
lgg@mby helwogm{n ns
site by an.gld corralahaw
the campground. &m no

G

door normdows and' Was
sure airy.I'thoughtof ‘",
pultifig a sign by the step;
P‘T [o] Aﬁc"mﬁi‘sf *Skunks
Squirvels, Mice and Snakes:
Come on in, the'Pickin’s -
fite?™: They didiPtneed’
the sign. After'a few irights

S Thwemes o R
ofﬁeuﬁqumhndes vocally to the ravens,
I nﬁved_pout. ¥ squirrels, rocks, even to the
.7 river. However, when, after
\ily baréiecessities” - anether week they starved .
a0 old carved sup.. ... ... auswmmcalmsked
- ploslestabtesbonch combor+  and4ouk » thirseen mile -
Dragged out in front, patrol across thq Tanto )
leveled up withrocks, and  Plateau to Tndian Gardéns~ *
~imder'my floppy awning it . . s Foobdisejointhe umian
e e e i e picingha
summer ( a bunk had not
been considered essential) . = By z
. P U LY an ‘tv . .
«anec,htz!pmsmet v “TH
settled, fpund,2 small pije
of:wped trimgyjings by the
corral, and-used eve:ywmg
\,ymbms,nml infercstmg yi nsued
“braces and rod foy . Sl
clotjxes.,m.hq,;e@for ‘i leartiedth take night ™
the rim [ igroduced higa to patrols dffover th3 pltibc
(MY domain, from creeks, -~ Any flat spot thiat win't ™
mwmdw@eold " al &cﬁp’icdbypr%kly
Hmoig - or other’ fﬁwrent was
ﬂlatlmdprqdatedfhmm apttobethés’teo zkn
Ranch. , . 3,, - exhausted or {ilegal frikers
SR . camp. If I forced them to
: . head up to the rim it’d just
- Théit]. Weuta
it waga . canshetthey’d bed doven -
Bermit ek, 1 OLe TAloways g aall
oved it; so-much Y. W%W“““ by il
: _usually full by nig 1,30°
“ what do you do ", i ell
two tﬁ;ngs t‘gs readcihe
B not act 3 ‘make ‘ém ‘get
y ﬂ : i)éc up, and come back
’ wptﬁ?ne to my cath? The
old orral was'com:
paratively free of muleor”
buxro buns, but it did have
&h active population of

breakfast, They never khew..
where I'd show bp ext
j‘"whlch’was f'me wnh he,

After the first wer
alone I found tha
to direct } my thoughts™

teaded )

mice, rock squirrels, and
one small :‘étilesnake all’
hVing in the rock  walls of
the corral I seldom Saw,|
Ier an he never "‘i.‘a
fr but the hikeq .
kppw ?ﬁqt andI'm
frald i made a point of
tellmg then\ of ge:& ,
numerous neighbors when I
- showed them Whereto .
~ sleep. Next time maybe
. they d] Lgeta pcnmt to camp
legally' Talso's was supposed
tocntethem oraﬁqetobe
Contmued on page 3...
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- Ranger, frompage 2... ;.
paid on the rim, butamless+ -

undeeaggression was

shown I just laid down the
law and let them worry -
about varmints all night.

The old telephone lines that
once served the old Hermit
Camp were long gone, My .
sole strand of
communication with the
rim,world was a radio. In .
an emergency my best bet - .
to reach dispatch was either
run up the trail to Cope
Butte saddle on the Tonto,
face east and pray they’d
hear me, or dash a quarter -
mile west on the. Tonto to.a
big rock I could climb on,
face east and hope. At
times, usually in the -
evening, I could get
recoption from my camp,
and it was forfunate for-one
poor fellow that this was so.

My first report of h;s
problem was,a hiker who -
dashed into camp saying,
“Oh, Ranger! There’s a
dying man just below the
Cathedral Stairs” (the set of
switchbacks through the
Redwall cliff, a few miles
above camp). “He’s out of
water and is lying there -
against his pack moamng

A few more facts

convinced me that I'd

better take a gallon of
water, my emergency kit,
and get going. Sure

enough, lying by the trail,
weekly gaspingand -
moaning, was a big bruiser

Julv 1996

Photo from Gale Burak Collection

of a man with a huge

bickpebk bpside s, | 1’

pleading for water. First
cooled him outside with
some, then let him &k
slowly. It seemed as if he’d
never quit, and when he did
he Was too weak to carry
his pack. T'éfided ip with a
2-ton pack on my back,

with him' leén onone
arm and my px wnth

Ry

water, ‘etc., over my other

arm for the last mile and a
half to‘iny camp. Ernie -
Kuncel, our paremedic on
the rim answered my plea
for help, and aftermy -

detailed description of the -

situation told me that he
must have Diabetes

Insipidus. As late and dark -

as it was by then I'd have
to keep him over night, but
a helicopter-would get hnn
first thing in the moming.
“Keep piling liquids in: tea,
juice; water whatever you

next moming! .

- adisorder of the pituitary

The OI' Pioneer

have.” Well it meant a
quick mp with my
waterbags down to Hermit
Creek to get a nights
supplffor him. Not much
sleep for me all mght, ,
either, as h , was, an awful
baby, for all his six foot
massnve size. “ ger, ’'m
thnrst? "Ranger, Ican t see
t0 gQ pee: Rmser
" I was sure
relxeved t0 hear the .

chopper at 7 AM

canyon had to hsten
to.that guy’s urinary
problems long ,
enough .ugh!” So I looked
up' “Diabetes Inmpldus is

“...the whole

darned canyon

had to listento . -

that guy’s urinary .
- problems long

enough. ugh!”

gland, cheracterized by
intense thirst and by the
excretion of large amoums
of urine.” Yes sir . ... .

Fonunately the summer .
held challques and
pleasures of a goodly
variety too that I'd enjoy .
sharing with a subsequent
installment.

PRI




The O’ Pioneer

“The train wis *'
calledd the Back and
Forth, becau¥e only

one tTaCk existed

~ and there was no
place to turn
arou

" all Mﬁloney was gonc’

River and i lt wasn’t long
before a mmlng cam

came to life at the base of
what is called Silver Hill.

’lheplacetookmem{‘
of Chloride and iike alI §

old mining camps itwasa

rough place. Prospectors -
"eglmwamdeimgan0.‘,,’.‘r i

the mountains that’
surrounded the Viflley and
tunnels‘Were being dug'
everywhere. Most of
these miners Stayed pretty
much alone wtben' clams

except when they came to

town to bring their ore to
market. Then the camp
became a bechive of
with a goodly supply of

1

The s were n ot the ;
first to visit the area.

Anasmandwlndlans"

used the vallgy asa tﬂd?
Pet“’ﬂmhs ont
indicating where Watgr
could be fd’m“ and ﬂ;e
trails across the
mountams Aﬁer them

Mmdw Santa Fe
w ngnmn a spur

*line ran to the mining

camp. The train was called
tthe Back and Forth,
because only onetragk
existed and there wadno
plm to tun‘.m‘. MOI‘G

people lived in Chloride.
It was a busy place. No
one knews fer sure the -
exact number that actually
lived in the village for
women and prostitutes
were not included in the
possible to count the

miners-at the mines, Even

at the turn of the century it
was a wild and rough
place. Prospectors dug
more mines, and copper
and silver as well as gold

brought riches to the lucky
few. Today over 250 mine

M andv;tunnels cover -

thearea

g;;.w

| Gettlng the ore to the tram

ﬂ

%o the top of the mountain

m .
“?mwayﬁrommevnhg, ”

whaulmemmerstom,

shaftand 1o bring back the
ore. The contraption was
unusual, for the carriage
ran on top of two cables,
suspended below. It must -
to work in the little cart

that had to be' wenched up

the steep incline. Once the -
miners went down into the
shaft they stayed there -

during their twelve hour -

shift.

Things have changed
today. Chloridé isnowa

“*peaceful village with

- residents that live and

work at various jobs.: " -

There are still three tiines -

- that operate nearby when
‘the price of copper is high

_enough to make it

> pl'ofltable The vﬂhge -

- surrounds & block square
park with playground
equipment for kids of all
agesya barbecue pit and -
picnic tables. Three =
restaurants and several
bars fine up along the
main street. Once each
year the townspeople get
together and put on what
they call Old Miners Day..
And it was thisbig ~
celebration that brought

. 17 Pioneers to the -

northwest corner of -
Arizona. We congregated
on the front porch of

Sheps Of Chloride Bed

and Breakfast and from ..
there at noon watiched the .-
‘Ylslteﬁ%‘the i

W

d'up and down
. the main street, and poked
around in the permanent
M Smne mldnot

" looked and maybe W,JM |
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Wild, from page 4...

oy §'
There were several T
shootouts, a hanging of one
. abank m@hmﬂ flﬁy
yew) vt
Yep LB TH =AY
‘ ’Iharm'noonthemm
entcm us- wifh anéoilv
compiete with a sing. along
and eomedy skits it oné ef
the town bars. At -
o’ clock; MLucky™ ,Git&iﬂx:—
the fire chief of thesowh's::
volunteer fire department
gave us a talk on the
history of Chloride and
then a tour to thé-towlky
old jail and down the street
to the one afidionly bank.

.. The Bank of Chib¥ide was

July 1996
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‘wcs&i atetoremgyeme

‘ Soclctywitlla ‘

SRR e A L Ao TREE S T A s L

The OI' Pioneer
W to Purcell returned to the
w eoldboyhad project and redid the work
en the funds and left. with paint.
The l.aw
%ﬁ bltit  After eating a hefty w
P

at Sheps we gathered aghai-. -
on the porch at theBedm% .
Bmldhstandwsmdmf i’ X

& ‘ﬂ at,’ o ik, ad '8
willed the )
building to the
Kingman Cancer |

.hd;.%ud ‘ fcw'; J&:;@i‘.gédu.tcm:»ﬁde,az.
bthiine It wasabusy day,

Sew. L
Themdﬁft.ﬂ” e g g
tour took us into

FITe
wnfeimbzammﬁat . . murals. Here on the rocks, not s9' ‘ tﬁey tade e
one afternooif ih thie to4ps  Roy Purcell in 1966 W AN I Were”
the man’swiferdom it . constructed a surrealistic being {ortred ﬁ,
to prepare-dinnertind w picture from pieces of ugﬁn ngxt yeﬁ' So ifyou
waitiid for heshaswitick: > W3, Time andihe,:, ;.0 Fhis i time You
 AfteiatimeSlaengot % ekmMasweﬂwm wxll\ v anc!dier ‘chance.
worried dnd wedt dewn the m ;ﬂmaez_;k to. cod L“,‘;. e
) nv v(:'!' ~ l:w,,r', - . ‘M o g:a:eﬂ ‘l - sJr“‘ Iy M:) ".i-‘?‘,\;‘i quS Ayer is the
" o \ SAARE ﬁrst.laafv who
Ploneer Footprmts eiel anempled.
Mﬂane Advédturésome Wioim‘n “ stood thé e%‘rlble
ourn even 2
Thé'Cdbonind Sul'ran the fakwm’ist&y’m May 233 1883 that is inveresting in better b 1 tho se
that the ke commorily §iveis for the Wickdent & 1884 Perhaps this will Set the accompan}; ng
ré’t‘ofd‘.ﬂrai?ir P AR LT T R abwis her
undﬁ' May 10 Mt Ayex,w,: ‘B8 lstmg Qf . HE " lnd& who ever attempwd
with his wj qndgaughter ~ %dﬁ ;hﬂ e ' the andshestoodthe :
Henry Ayer, iss Sturges, v * joummey ovcrmd Back as e t’em Jou{ncy as told by
Mr and Mrs. Dutton, replete with pfeasure * her companions even better
1 an on sceneryto  than t!;gse aocompapymg
Lxshtfoof s:tmteﬂ,éi hem was of %nature " her. Jtwasa
Flagstaff for the Grand ot filled them with =~ ' uheftékmgmdshensg’-
Canyon, and were five wonder and awe. Mr. and deserving of credit.
daysatmmumrm E&Mﬂmd}m‘ SR I U WA TR
returning to this plage.on 'M yer wenl downtqtlae DA e
the 19th, They had, bottam of the canyon aad oisig
four-mui¥e teams bm e 1119 wege three days T
ambulance taking five men*’ tnp Mrs. Ayer's the first
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%

Sy omr n v

"L‘v’« LA h L0 ?;
“xwmmm a -
some foal.guod nateriali fl
hourd Bvson Hotaws on
the stage in Bosmnm;. ,
late 20's. My mother took
metosemdds slidesaned:
wm’hMtMma
stago presenoe; MM:&:

R b e
T S RV RR RN
g M

M’S’ b -;“,‘?f*u»
x Doalet g o
T RIRGIN TS (LIS T
G'km i l:r;;s
i S L A

N Woodgock;NH a5 -
l Nw ﬂ w‘** n,, 8 o

?HJ T ~ Q AT,
Tho Apri issue with the .
M“ﬂg !’ﬁtﬂpm e
G‘ﬁ’ ,mmm of

- Jor mailing. hatisvas
»:& 30 Voom

~%

Kmumwmm
hvedmaom%: e
years. So the Canyon is
really where I came from.

3
wvm>

.sq\
J&A; N .‘1:-;

ele Visiiors Cente% _ 4mé 24-iic ‘h

‘t miss any of

Mg:iy at1030.

in
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- “I too;%hw '
2 whikondiripito
- Huethawalip::
‘Spenceg,&«lﬁleey

Terrace...
LI ORETE i é

_(Spenish for “mountdin ' Gumicmy&l»bntupf

< 'view”), Hfoundanote . ' g}ﬁ e '
. .concerning this moneof sonewh Sdenﬁns e e
“the books in the Arizona ~ engraving. '
Library. But so helpme 1 ! ;;,:;;%‘?‘? : ﬁﬁ;ﬁsf’ i L AT R TACE B 3

havcbeen unlﬂe to locate w

It H&ppened Agam Rt -

-1t seams like the weathelmmhas put's 4mx on the GCPS when it comes to our eutings.
Lastyearweweresnowedoutofﬂ:reempsandthisyeanusthelackofsnowandram
that has done us in. thmAnzonaatthrswnﬁngw in the midst ofthe longestdrys;»ellm
wehave everhad. - . /

‘With only a little over two feet of snow Tast Wmter in place of our usual 10 to 12 feet, and
no rain at all this Spring it has cwwdﬁwfmwhpexmmcky dry. This along with the
high winds make forest fires an extrome danger. Fot the protection of all of us the ~

National Forest Service has closed the forests off to all hikers and campers. Consequently -
we had to cancel the outing M:keGibsonphmedto&adtoLeroux Springs on May 18th
and the bird watémng jaunt with Roa and Carol Werhan on June 8

None of us would want to pay the $5000 fine mposed on those caught violating the

closure, and besides; a forest fire is the fast thing we want ¥ it can be avoided. Maybe we
. will have better luck next year.

. July 1996 . ‘ ) 7
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Bill Suran, Editor

Gene Wendt, Photographer
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